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Fleſh, and of bis Bones 


SECT. 
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S: ECT: 4 th 


+ ' 


VWVE have ſeen that al Chriflax 
ought to be United in Faith 
Love, ; and in war W orfbip and Cow. 
2Wwu8/62 ou yo this, you 
muſt io nkadwlodge, 
of Unionin any of theſe Lena urtenn] 
ever the fauk is, muſt needs 
Foritis plain, , | 
I. That if there be but Ove Faithds | 
_ to = Saints, we 
earneſtly contend, x Briev 
ly offend who add New Articlc5 toir,”or 


take away from it fuch 23 are alrcady | | 


otherwiſe | 
_ of Falſhood. TE] 
Sn 
FEE TINY ” 


in. 
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I. 1f all the Fairhful muſt be firmly 
link'd rogether in Love, this muſt con- 
demn all Diſcord and Malzce, all Ervying g. ,cor.z... 
and Strife amongſt them, as being di- 
realy againſt the Spirit of Charity. 
And indeed where theſe things are, 
there is Confuſion and every Evil Work. Jam. 3-16. 


.JB..If all the Farrhfs! ate obliged to 
tive in O#cwerd Cormunion, as Viſible 
Members of the ſame Body, then ſuch 
2 Druifen inn the Body as is a Breach of 
thac Communicy, <uagiuuny page a 
thiog, Iknow, chat many of you are 
unwilling to hear of : But Mr. Baxter 
(a) has ſuggeſted 4 reaſon of it, which 
| hope, does abr reach youall. Mhente 
& ir, {ays he, but for want of Setf- denial, 
that Mex that know that Whoredow, and ” 
Drunkenneſs and Theft are Sins, can be 
| ignorant in the mi Light, that Diſ- 
' cord and Church-Diviſtons are Sims? And 
| that they hear him with Heart-rifing En- 
mity, or Suſpicion, that doth declaim a- 
gent them? As if Uniting were become 
the Work of Satan, and Dividing were 
become the Wark of Chriſt * 


_—_—___ Woh . 
4 O———— —C@ew_—_—_—_———— — 


(#) Treatiſe of Sehfj<deniel, Ep. Motiit. A, D. 26559; 
Theſe 
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| Theſe WordsI would recommend to. 


: 


to conſider, that not only Moders 
rers, but the Fathers, who were noPat.. 
ties in our preſent Controverſies, ſpeak 
of Seby/an. Mk moſt horrid Crime, 
St. Optetus (a) mentions it as 4 | 
Wicked peſs ; and argues, that i 6 ogy, | 
Ch pres 006. and Liolgry Ba &. 
c & | 
gals peak 4s Ty od-r a bis | 
Eo ra 
y Cbr, 1as 
for th god of the Wer bamever not in» 
x Ag 7 thi, continues he, dew 
"ae oy Fas} Miſthief on 


To mention no moreat time; 
Tren, ts That God wil judg 


A%SmOKE EARS, 


A. "RN OI. id 


ethe 
not the 1 owe 
f God, but being intent on their own 


£4 nan v2_” 2 


4 4a = = 


01 I, mg 3} 
Om. g. p. 322. , 


Adverſ. Hareſ. k 4. <. 62, 


A Difcoarſe of Schiſm. , 


You need not think it lnage, that 


| thele Excellent Men, who had ſeenthe 


fad Effefts of Church- Diviſions expreſs*d 
ſuck an Abhocrrence of them. St. Paw 
himſelf reckons Seditions and /erefres 


with Aadaltery, Fernication, Uncleauneſs, 


Laſt rvionſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, ani 
other Works of the Fleſh ; of which he 


Jays," That cbey that pradiiſe ſuch things, 
ſhall not emter into the Kjngdomy of God, 


Gal. 5.19, 20, 21. 
The Word rendred Seditions (a) fig- 
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pifies Schiſms, and it is ug'd for Difſens ,,..,.. 
1160s abour Matters Eeeleſtaſtical ; and 1 Cor. 3+3- 


Herefies im this place are Sets and þa- 
dioxs. The various Seils of Orators 
(6 Ry nes (c) were called He- 

A Bang Bw. Auſtin (d) ſpeaks the 
of 'more Ancient Authors ; 
—_— he ſays, That Ariſtotle, eyen in 
the Time of his Maſter, drew ver ma- 
ny into his Herefie; But the Chriſtians 
living conformable to the Pregepty of 
Feſus Chriſt, wes On by their Ene- 


——— i.e —_— llc ti... ti. —— -- 


RE_ 


A 


— 


Straks tid. 13; 
furrunt lecuri, &c. \Vi- 


H Eo ors ho erm altlins of <ow1as Gros. 


Lars, Proems. Sepms 1g Lrvacolor diſcipulos vivo 
phy: toner 
OO Avg. & Civit, Dei, 8. 6.12. 


mes 
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mies to be" one Hereſie ; ard they, wen 

Ade 244.6 fr omoy of Oxe ths He gave, em 
_ t ame Rule a AF 4aS$ ti ; 
A: Followers of thar, there comes be. lod 
Differences amongſt thern, as are; uſu 

amongſt rhoſe that ace, of ic | 

Schools, and under oppoſe | 

but they muſt all ap 
the Matters of Faith a 


true, that many Nrolethng C Ls 
their Duty, did break the 
Charch. och were the Corinth | 
are Diviſions s, and I part - 
lieve it ; at + be did no wo 
| there maft be alſo Her yh 
th that o_ who are ly may = 
rors in the ns Pony Re 
ligion, but fuch Cantentions and FT. | | 
orinth. T ule, ge bor iofimares, that 
: y rea- | 
Pages the Pravity of Mt cotainly be. 0y.row 
of them as things that are avoided by alf | 
that arc approved. And according to 


became urregular, and depa ung, 
1 Corea1-18, whom. St. Paul ſays, 7 hear cs 
contidering their Temper ; for 
” 
- hong of Parties as Gt the Peace at | 
be condaqas them 8 Corn, and freaks 
this 


- 


ew 0ockcse =, us 


-—- 2 


ww ww 


"Fetkcſ, and who is robe rej 
'oris of the Number of rhoſe that are e- 


"eifu Allowances he will make for their 


PFelongs to him, and therefore cannot be 


Thae, without pardoning Merey, as'cer- 
rainly leads ho Piedlition as any other ; 
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this Interpretation, a Man that is a He. Tit z- 19 
d, 1s the 

Setz7y, who draws Diſciples after him, 


duced by him. 6 
” ſe betomes not me to paſs Judgment 
77 particular Perſons, whom we fee en- 


in Church-Divifons, nor to de+ 
rermine whar their final State will be. 
To their own Maſter they muſt itand 
ot fall : And he only knows what mer- 


Miſtakes, for the Prejudices of their 'E: 
ducarion, 'or the like, This hidden thing 


the Rule of our Ations But fince it 
appears from what he hath revealed, 
that Scheſm is a Sin, 'a hainous Sin, a Sin 


I thought the greateſt piece of Gharity 
Fean &ivon, Ara be, not to flatter 

ou'in' your Way; which, I verily be- 
lieve,”k Schiſmatical ; butto ſhew you 
the great danger of it, and do what lies 
in me, to reſcue you from the Wrath to 
come. | 


. 
* In order to this, I ſhall ſhew you, 
I. Whatis the Nature of Schi/m.. 
i E WL What 
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- hed that you are deeply concerned in 
"SE" 


A Diſcourſe of Sehiſm. 


IT. What Grounds I have to appre- 


DE: Examine the Arguments that 
have been offer'd i ours to eg 


cuſs you from the Guilc of it 

IV. I ſhall __— yo the ſud 
Conſequences —_ to 
the Concluſion. "And may A 
Godinlighten your Minds, and di 
your Hearts to-an attentive of 
what I wrice for your Advantage. 


T;«Scbifm, in the Notion of -it that 
' upon, is a cauſleſs Breach 


it does fo, there are ſeveral degrees of 


. 


B. Sometimes there is a Schiſm within 
3 Church. 


2. Sometimes from a Church. 
3 Some- 


\ 
0 
| 


, 


4 Diſcourſe of a'Schiſm. 67 
$. Sometimes it proceeds to ſet up 
-Qppolice Churcies and Officers. 
j +4 Sqmerimes-it goes yer further,and 
Conſtitutes Paſtors without any Lawful 
Autivority, or Ordination. ; 
I know not how it can go higher ; but 
All theſe particulars nay be ated 
with many Circumſtances, which do 
not. come under our preſent confidera- 
$108, | 
1> Sometimes there is a Schiſm with- 
im a Cherch; when its Outward Commu- 
ton is in ſome Meaſure contigued, bur 
{ ſhatter'd and brgken, ſo that it appears 


\, not wich the Beauty and Strength: of a 


Rezwular Society. Thus it was amongſt 
the Corinthians,” towhom St,P anl fays, 

When ye come together in the Churchy I , ©... io 
hear that there are Diviſions. among you. 

Being very Contentious, they _ 

great Diſorders iaro their A/embiies. 

Being FaQtious, and much given to ſide- 

ing and making Parties, One ſaid, I am t Cor. ,.4. 

* Paul ; another, 1 am of Apollos, The 

:poſtle therefore reproves them as Car- 
#4/; and be them by the Lord 

Feſus Chriſt; that they would aZ Jet { Cor. £10. 


the ſane thing, and that there ſbould 
no Divifions among them. And in another 
he puts them in mind, that there 

ould be no Schifm in the Body,” but the , c,.15 fee 
"ov EZ Meme 
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7 Oni, 


"ced it to its Fountain, and com 


' as Proteſtants 


A Diſcourſe of $chiſm. 
Members ſhould bave the ſame care one. of 
another. 

But whereas Dr..Owen (a) contends, 
that the Notion of Schbi/m 15 only tobe 
taken from the Inſtances of it at Corinth, 


and conſequently that Schiſm is only, a 
Diviſion #= a Particul«r Church, but m 


friwit ; it may feemvery ſira » A 
is, 1 believe; of his 'own ha 
He declares, That he went ou? of the 
Commoy Road; and would perſi | 
that he made conſiderable Diſcoveries, 
What a Flood of Abomnations,(b lays he. 
doth this xanga of Schiſm /cem 20 be 
£0.us gury the Writt 
Auſtin, a»d Optatus of od; 
Decrees "PopibConght 
with the Contrivances —_—_— 
No 


ſelves concern'd to keep up hr ſwe 


tion of it ! Bur he pretends to have tra- 


it to a dribling (c ) Gutter. And w 
been apt to impute it 
roone another, he intimates, that, upon 
ths irrefragable Evidence, he would acquit 
them 


from their ſeveral Concernwents 


A Diſcourſe of Schiſm. 
tn the Chargt' of (4) it + Thar, as he 
ſpeaks, the whole Guilt of this Crime 


—— be put into an kphah, and carried 
Hd it an Houſe tn the Land of Shi- 
nar: 


Re confeſſes, that in the Management 


6f rhis Work, he had rhe” Prejudice of 


mary Ages, the Intereſt of mot Chriſti. 
ans, and mutual con jew of Parties at V a+ 
rlavnce, ,b contend wit al. Yet hath 
his Project been a y many : 
And Lews du tipo 'S, pits a Rap- 
ture of Admiration, That the whole 
Chriſtian World,from the Apoſtles Times, 
never knew ſuch a Notion of the Nature 
of Schifm, till the Dr. taught it them : 
Which, [ ſuppoſe, is very crue : Buthe 
o_* ht have added, as another Diſſexrer 
thinks, (b* that neither was it known to 
the Apoſtler th: mſchves. 

' Bur is Schi/mv a Sin? Is ir a thing, 
even inthe Confeſſion of Dr. Owen him. 
ſelf,” 7 hat bei unrepented of, will ruine 
a Mas? 5 - aig, Condition? And did fo 
Body knew wherein it did conſiſt? Were 
all Chriſtians careful to avoid it under 
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(4) 
Schiſm, p. 14+ 


E 3 the 


(b) of Ear. Te: bj Independency farthey pro J'd wo bs « 
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Perilof their Souls ? And did none 
them diſcover what it was ? Did. 


Ancient Fathers ſpeak fach err: 
thi inſt it, and none of them tn- 
der what they ſaid ? Did they 
make no doubt to lay it to the Chor 


of the Novetians and Donatifts ?/ And * 


might theſe be Innocent all the while? 
Are the Scriptures fo phin in their Db 
reQions about things that are neceſſary 
either to be done or avoided ? And'are 
they fo obſcure in rhis, t}.at forthe 
ſpace of about Sixtcen hundred Years, 
neither the Learned, nor Unlearned 
could find out what they meant, t1ilt-in 
this preſent Age Ore aroſe, who made 
the Diſcovery ” But in this cfe tYic 
Novelry of his © onccit is a-fulljcienc 
Arg\um-ot +goinſt it; and it sin ctief, 
an acknowledgmen!, that the Jxdeper- 
dents wanted ſome New thing forthe 
V:indicaticnof their Praftice, which; I 
am fure, cannot be defended by the 
@inmon receiv'd Principles of Chyift:. 
anity. 
But beczulc the DoQtor is of noſmal 
Reputation 2mongſt Driſſextexs, let us 


conſider a little the force of his Reaſon- 


ing; The Schiſt» at Corinth, was 2 


-Diforder #n a Church ; and from hence 


he infers, That a a = 
ca, 


LE 
a -_ Swat «a MM la _— p ——y w———— FO—=—=—Y 


— — —— ——<C III. 


that which is call? 


A Diſeaſe of Schiſin, 


1s not Schiſm;and that for the Se- 

to be a Schiſmatich, is( a" fp 

«7 can you. really believe, . that 

one would do you you wrong, if ng 0 made a 


ſmall Rent in your Garment, and none 
if heſhould toric in pieces ? That he 


* would be injuriousif be Wounded your 


Hand, and wage Ar tonly off ? 
Cin you imagine, that a Mutiny begun 
in a Carp, or Kingdom, is Scditious ; 

and that an open Revolt isnot ſo? But as 
well-may you be perſuaded of all this, 


.as:that Faction and Diſorder in a Church, 
\1s25ioful Diviſion, and to Deſert it,as 
unworthy of Communion, isnone. 


Whether ſuch a Deſertion be expreſly 
filed Schiſm in Scripture, is not mate- 
rial, if it be a ang! Diviſion than 

by that Name. For, 
as I. have always thought, when any 
thing is forbidden as fin om : v2 
are worſe, bur of the ſame kind 
ade the fare Probibition, Ocherwiſe 
things that for their Filthineſs, are 


| $0 be Nam'd, ya be very fit ods 


done ; and Holi lineſs may be conſiſtent 


- with the moſt deteſtable Pollutions. 
2.A farther ; ofSchiſm,is a cauſe- 
leſs Separation the Chareh For ic it 
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«(0) Pager 91." 


E 4 is 


it does to create ſome Diſturbances ted) 
ir, as it"alſo gives more in-the ' 
Eye of the World. WIT Is 
'1is true, the Difturbarices my a 
ſomerimes be ſo great, thar the 'Defer- 
tion, of thoſe that raiſe or keep” them 
% UP, may be more deſirable, of @ leſs K-41 
"oi ro tne Charch, than their continu- -/ 
ance in it; but to the Offenders thein-" 
ſelves, tan be of no adva bur is 
rather an Addirion to thear ile and” ” 
Miſery. I wo«ld, ſays St. Pas! to the 
Galatians, that they were even cut off," 
phich trouble you ; (a) of that unſertle;'' 
or move you from your Stations : And! 
robe cut - doubticfs he eſteem'da ve- | 
[LIent udgment. And onder ' 
this,the yi 6, himſelf, of whony 
Tit.z. 2. the fame mY le fays, That he is Se/f- 


Convitions for it ; for theſe could not 
ye been Ground of his Reje&ion, or | 


_—_— 


+ (4) "04 degeniiels aaa 12, 


"vpn, — 


—_— —_— 
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a. 
= 


ſo was the Body of 
Chrifte 1 tu 5 | 
, L:need got here enter upon the. De- 
bate, whether Epiſcopel Ordinationsand 
Baptiſm confer'd in Schiſen, are valid; 
it being” ſufficient for my preſent pur- 
pole; that according tothe Rule of, Cz- 
tholigk\ Unity, which is grounded on the 
Scripewre, and was Univerſally receiv'd 
by. rhe \ Ferthful in the pureſt Ages, 
Schiſmaticts perſiſting in their Separati- 
on; can do nothing that can qualific 
them for Communion with any part of 
the: Catholick Church ; and therefore in 
that Srate they muſt be excluded from 
the whole: Being wilfully divided from ® 
ſome, [they cannot be United to the reſt 
of the-Chriſftian Society, which are One 
amongſt themſelves, and all Members 
one of another. 

if they are not of the Body, I do not 
ſee how can be United to the 
Head. Break off a Bough from the T ree, 
ſays S.Cyprian, ( a) andit bloſſoms uo more. 
wide a River from the ain, and 
it will be dried up. Andthis inhis judg- 


(s) Cyprian, de Qait. Ecclef. p. 108. 
meat 
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meat ſets forth: the Condition of thaſe 

that cur off themſelves from the Chrifts- 

an Church, He adds a little after, f's 

Perſon could eſcape, who was out of tht 

Ark of Noah, th-» ſhall one eſcape alſo, 
who'is out of the Church : Bat, ſays our 

Mat. 12.30. Lord, he that is not with me, is againft 
me; and be that gathereth not with mie, 
ſeattereth :; And be that breaks the Peace 
jp: which ergo 2 eſtabliſh- 

, ofts againſt Chriſt bimſelf. 

In ps {4 Ionatins, a Dilſch 
ple of St. JFobnm, and Glorious Martyr | 
of Jeſus Chriſt, tells us, That he that is | 
wot in the Santtuary is ney of the 
Bread of (4) God. And of a Perſonthat 
comes not to the Pablick 4ſemblies, he 
ſays, (6) That he is proud, and hath con- 

® dewn'd himſelf, For it is written, God 
reſibeth the Proud: Let us therefore wot 
reſet the Biſbop, that we may be the” Sub- 
jetts of Gad, 

If you ſearch the Scriptures you will 
find, ' that co forſake the Chriſtian Com- 
wwnity, was in effect to renounce all 

the Privi of it, and openly to 

diſown Chriſtianity it ſelf. They went our 

1 Joh. 2.19. from #5, lays St. Joby, but they were 

——_ — —— ———— ——— A —— — — — — 
air 


not 


— — 
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#04 of ns.:- For if they had been of as, they 
w/#/. no doubt hive continued with us ; 
buttthey went out, that they might be made 
aiarife/[t, that they were mot all of as. 
685-744: repreſents [ach Men under a 
Very- lt CharaQter,, as being Mockers, 
agd w (king... alter their own Cngodl 
kx; And ſays he, Theſe are they 
ſ<parate themſelues, /enſual, having not 

the. Spirit. ., They pretended to greater 
periection thag others, bur their deſert- 

ig: the Chriſtian, 4fjemblies, . rogether 

with a vicious Gonverſartion, diſcover'd 

them to be Carnal, and to be govern'd 
:by go bigher Principle than that, of the 

Animal Lite. 

{ They.that are truly Spiritual, are of 

another Temper, and as they walk in 
whe Light, {o they allo think r VES, 

.bliged to cauſe their Light to ſhine be- 
fare.Men, and to keep up the Face of a 

Church, not only when their Aﬀairs are 
proſperous, but. alſo in times of diffi- 
Ow it i, v3 they pat . 
| \Mmore y requir'd, 4/9 60 

. provoke one _ wants Love, and wnto Heb. 19. 24, 
Works ; not 10. forſake the Aﬀets- * 
ng of themſelves togetber, as the man- 
ner of ſome is, but to exhort one another , 
and ſo much the more as they ſee the Day 


| on : 3- Schiſm 


Per, 19. 
Ver. 19. 
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Rom 16,17. 
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up oppoſite Churches and' Of 
cers, Re youre 
'muect worſe that Sep-. 
Crock con 'ir© only" a5" \ſach, 
without the addition -of Imooralith, 
a Dottrine,” or ' , which' ate 
mingled with Kt 
gopiey > oe are not to inyedd, that Hſhow#d 
give-you Fxamples our of Seriprure of 
Schiſmarical "Churches: drawn ." frotn 
Churches, and eſtabliſh'd under 
Paſtorsy* for T do not find from 
that" had _—_— {o a os 
.greſs, «3 ro form 
.poſite to the flew nythe # 


in oppoſition toi, or 
Greer lareBh maſt weeds bo've- 
Criminal. | 


7 lf on ti 
, as You have ſeen, to rejet# a 
Eeretief or. Seltay, after one' + 
Admonitions : And w writes hip 
Ronians;, T beſeech you 

them which cauſe Divifow ny roo 


contrary 


"the Y/niverſal Charth," according"wo 
Crs In/titstion, be one Bodyy"ro fer | 


i £4. 0 on Er. bY ets  *F 
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to the. Doidrine: which you have 
K'\ '»s, \Who was ini 
dei , tells' the Philadelphians, 
thae it.aoy' one be..a Follower of the 
Febiſmarich; he + ſhall ave tnberic the 
\Kingdom'of' (a) God.  - He' alſo admo. 
Aſhes the Church of Smyras, - That ap- 
thing in Church-Matters fhonid be done 
[#ithpat 'the (b) Biſbop 3 and declares, 
| That che Euchariſt /5 chen. to be a 
Veatid, when it is celebrated by the Bi 
by him.” But wir 
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not be ph 4, ainſt gnotbey ; io 
« new Priefiiun cannot: be r4is de. , te 
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manifeſt it is. by many-ocher Exaitiphes; 
that x! my Ir rms 


conltirucs a Corporation either." 7 

bad. 1-7 o 1,298" 1504s 

lt. The laſcription of the kpiſtle ito; 

CT nano 

"I | | , 

to. have been chiefly: concernd-io the! 

Comnntaſttgys 'that they were! 
fe) ag 


diſtin from the Feny 
t-may rather ſecrn, if they 
had been. ſo, that- rhe Zealors- who came 
AQts 15. 1. fremJudea, would not have preſs'd.them 
to/be, Cicumes'd after the manner of 

Moſes, bur left them toenjoy 


AQts 15. 23. 


—— —_ 


—_ 
(a) Conftitur, Apoſtolic: L, 9. & 46. Þ- $72. 
(+) Malat- Chronograph, p. 3254 ++ 
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"Yer-do 1 not reject this Opinions 
rarnadery x bro, ve Foun- 
dation : produce uments 

determine eric. 
al LOR So. A BEE on ——_ 


Vis D. Prarſn, Ceſtlnſ, Bpithp, Opp, Poſhum, C brow 
) She Treatiſe of Church Governmed, © 9, rx, r4- 
$4 I 4 1. My 
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See Epheſ. x. Tnite hot 
{ EB #*. Js 

® + 
FF Z 


I4, 15, Of. + 


(aero 


RN Ado a w 
tbo tpronlageB 5 Law of Mafes:" For 
this hadVetn to Divide thoſe w 
Er INS 

flain : bren 
to treat thoſe"a$ Forreigners, whonrhe 
would have tobe Fe Hens —_ 

expel them as Alzexs, who are his 
meſticks, and of the Ho: my 
Ithad bet to caſt thoſe 
en oboe 
to 

rev. be 


Cchns Mind of —_ 


to reſtore'-Peace 'and 


Cu 4222:3:2:a46 1 i no cot Mz 


a A—_ 


18 — A Diſemſe of chil 


of the Concifion 
r the Church, 


which the ſame - I WW 
relates in theſe words ;\Whey HR 


= 


3990 


A Diſcourſe  . 
2. When he Par | 


whole, he and the peſt whe 
low'dinthis AQtion, 
had a good cure 


CO 11K wherever he trict 
107 Pa of the World bis 


. . * and by An ren 
rat Antiech areſtiſed# Church, 48s 3. 1. 
they” that refide@at" Rowe. clem. num 
to call then'fo, if inthe fame Ciry Epit. > Co- 
he) been divided into ſeveral Tn&e. 52m. < : 
pendent Congregations 15 not agreeable 
to the Language of har Nas. Nor 


chey with any propriety of 
das one: Lo 


rate, "and 2d 
another, 


e tire when this Dividdn 
ed have been between thc 
and Genrile Converts, fi Per. 
_ 
fs 
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ANSP — 


"wo 


hey ll Gate 
Father which is in 


Re cede 


che be Lon Be Ant fo 
| | s Command and 


"(of Gn. bee 113, 119+ 
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the Hy Siripewre's and figaifyi 
thing, SE or nothing 
but were 
imper cv 
3- :. The Hol 
1 Cor.14. 40 general to do a = Nd yg wer and. in 
order i Todi between our own 
1 Cor. 11+ 23» F7 5 wr the Churches of God : To gle 
x Cor. 6. 20» 4m ito prot o<2 derd wn 
mes ; 
Pal. 95. 6. xa oa ogg yh 2d folio od wi_e 
wap Seer yh 


Md he et. 


Cuſtome hath now impr 
£7 and ic figaikes a $0 Solemn Appeal- 
God the Searcher of Hearts, as much as 


Words could do, and js by the Law pre 


" rs EG | 
. | 
and the Meaſures of are to be 


taken from Cuſtome, may 


ba 1 


our nwmrFo oc TED 2 
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not only fot ſpeaking, but alſo for AQi- 
gas, Habits, and Geſtures. Thus as 
by-Cuſtome the putting off the Har, 
bowing and kneeling are Marks of Re- 
verence amongſt Mea, fo they are. in 
our | Addreſſes to God. Indeed 

Umovering 4f-1he Head was formerly 
a Ba Authority, But Culic 


hath quite alter'd that fignificatioo, and 


yet hath made it fit ro be raain'd tar a- 
nother,' and I think you-have ao excep- 
tion againſt our uſing of it at preſent, as 
a ſign of our Veneration axid 9ubjeRtion 
tothe Almighty. . | 
16, The more early that a Ceremony 
was/ug'd; aid the looger it hath re- 
main'd; the more univerſally it hath 
been receiv'd and approv'd, elpecially 
good Men, and the greater good it is 
expredive of, the fitter it is tor conti- 
nuance. And this may be faid for the 
Sign of the Croſs, which hath  beeg 
much oppos'd by the ' Separatifts That 
in the next Age after the Apoliles, ut 
not in their Days, it was every where 
in uſe amongſt the Cbyift jaws, who tC 
ſtified by it to the World, that ws; 
were wot aſbaw'd b Croſs of Chyift, 
bar rather gloried in it, and were rea” 
dy to ſuffer for it. So that it was 2 
eompendious Confeſſion of their Faith; 
| of of 


i623 


t Cor. i1, &c. 
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of a Viſible Creed in which they de- 

clar'd ro the Eye the ſame Truth, and 

their Reſolution to adhere tro it, that 

by Words they profeſs'dto the Ear.Afd 
t 


his laſt way oug _ —— 


the other may not be condemn'd; 
was it by any but the Infidels, inhoor 
Enemies of the Goſpel. From the Pri- 
mitive Church it was tranſmitted down 
to our own, and being freed by our 
Reformers from the Abuſes which Sy 

tion had added to it by the way, 
tis ib'd itt our Liturgy,int 
fice 0 Bapriſms, as ſignifying the Dedt- 
cation of the 


"y the b1944-H forthe. - We have good 


anrehs that's come to us thus recom- 
mended, and is ſo ſuitable to the end 
for which it was employ'd. As for thoſe 
that caſt it out as an 7do/, they muſt ex- 
cuſe us, that we cannot comply with 
them in reproaching, as Idolaters, in- 
numerable Saints a s that are 
now with God: And that being no Zne- 


mics to the Croſs of Chriſt, we do not ab- | 


hor the Sign of it. 
7. It follows fi 
fore, that when 


what went be- 
indifferent are 


againſt Cuſtome, they are alſo againſt 
Decency, and to be avoided. For a Man 
0 


to him that Died 
e notto lay aſide a Ce- 


Low 
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to wear Long Hair, had no Moral Evil 
mit, nor had the Scripture decided any 
thing about it, yer. the Apoſtle con- 
dema'd it as ſhameful, . and againſt the 


i65 


Ditate of Nature. Not as if it Was : Cor. 11.14. 


forbidden by any Law of Nature, {trict- 
ly focalld ; but che meaning is,, it was 
againft Coſftome, which is a Law in luch 
caſes. Ir is no ſmall matter then to op- 
pofe the Cuſtoms that have been univer- 
ſally receiv'd, and long continued in the 
Churches, as the Separatiſts have done, 
whil it they have been labouring to ad- 
vance their own Diſcipline ; which, till 
of late, was never heard of in any part 
of the Werld, Charity would teach 
them not to behave themſa 

ly: Butif they will not leara that Lel- 

ſon, nor ceaſe to be Contentiows, tut 
obtrude on. us their own Novelties,. it 
may be ſufficient for us to ſay; That we  .._ 
have n» ſuch Cuſtoms neither the Churches 
of God, 

8; It alſo follows from what was ſaid 
before, that things which, according to 
Cuftome, are ſigns of Irreverence a» 
mong(ſt Men, are marks of Prophane. 
neſs and Contempt whea they are us'd 
towards the Almighty. If ye offer the 
Blind for Sacrifice,” is it not Evil? Ana 
if ye offer the Lame and Sick, u it not 
| L 3 Evil? 


tves [o unſeem- t Cor. 13. 5. 


«LT.,T6, 
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Evil + Offer it now to thy Governor, will 
ke be pleaſed with thee, 'or accept thy 
Perſon ? Saith the Lord Almighty, Mal. 


1.8. And this may afford us very uſe 
ful Advice; for from hence it is clear, 
that if werudely ruſh into his preſence 
without any thing 'of Ceremony z"if 
we refuſe himall outward Refpet when 
he ſpeaks to us in the Aﬀemblies of his 
People, and will not bow the Knee 


when we put' up our Prayers to hi, 


but call on him m the ſame Poſture as 
we would talk to our Servants,” we af- 
front him in fuch a Behaviour as we 
would not offer ro our Governony, and 
may juſtly fear that he will puniſh our 
Inſolence and Preſumption, | 
* If you hay thele things together, you 
may knd, that what you call the Purity 
of your Ordinances, is their defe&t: 
Thar you have ated againſt the known 
Rules of Chriſtianity, in rejeting the 
laudable Cxſftoms of Antiquity, and of 
the Church which you have deſerted ; 
and thar the way which you have 
forſaken, expreſſing mnch- more Reve- 
rence to the Almighty than that in 
which ye are now engaged, is, for 


on reaſon, to be preter'd before 
£1 


As 


* 


: 


| 


| 


| 
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. As for outward Bodily Worſhip, it is 
particularly forbidden by the Direfory 
at'one time, and never ſo much as re- 
commended at any time, /«) nor do I 
had that it isas much as permitted in 
any part of the Publick Service. Iknow 
not whether kneeling be at all uſed in 
your Mectings ; but I have reaſon to 
think, it is not much. And yet you 
cannot be ignorant, that it is a fit Ge- 
ſture for Prayer, and I ſuppoſe in your 
Family-Prayers youdo not reject it. But 
if this be ſo, it may ſcem ftrange, that 
you ſhould think the Houſe of your Pub- 
ck Worſhip the only placewherein you 
would ſhew Irreverence to the Divine 
Majeſty. 

I need not here treat of all the par- 
tculars in debate between us; but one 
thing I will not omit, becauſe it de- 
monltrates to the Seperatiſts the weak- 
neſs of their Exceptions againſt the Ce- 
remonies of the Church, and ſhews the 
Irreverence that is usd in your Meet- 


ings, in a thing of very great moment. , 


What I mean isthe Lora”s or ut 
in your way is appointed to be received 
Sitting» But is there any Precept for 


— — — — mmm ceg——— 


(4) See Dr, Zemmond's View of the New Direftory, Set. 23. 
b-4 this 
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this in Scripture ? Or if none can be 
found, is it not againſt the Second Conns 
mandment? Is it not an Tdol? That 
the way of reaſoning us'd by many Diff 
ſenters, and this inſtance may ſhewthem 
the folly of it. To make up this mat 
ter, Mr. Cotton («\ gives us a teaſonfor 
fitting at the Sxerament ; which is,'that 
it is of Symbolical uſe to teach the Church | 
their Majority over their Miniſters, who | 
if they be their true Paſtors, are over | © 
rh:minthe Lord, He alſo tells us, That | 
Chriſt adminiſtred it to his Diſciples fit» | 
ring ; but the Learned amongſt you will | 
inform you, that this is a miſtake. <O. ' 
thers contend that « T «ble-gefture'is'to 
be us'd,but neither hath this any ground 
in Scripture. Tris certain the matter is | 
not decided there ; and'it it were-not 
determin'd by our Superiours, the beſt | 
way would be” to enquire which Ge- | 
ſture would be moſt expedient for fo | 
great a Solemnity. Now your Table- 
_ being the fanmie that you uſe : 
ome in your own Houſes ſeems very unhit 
for a Religious Feaſt, at which we ate 
entertzin'd by the Almighty King, the 
Lord of -Men and Angels. It argues a 
great piece -of Familiarity with him, 


(«) Way of the Churches in New England, c. 4. Seft. 2. 
| | which 


— — - — 


had "_ __ + Ales ” a” 3 on % 
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which he hath no where a 'd. He 
hath no-where ' requir'd you to fir 
down, ' but ye will do it without his 
Call; And 1f this ſeems decent and re- 
ſpeftful, Offer the like ro your Governour : 
Will be be pleaſed with it, or accept your 
Perſons ? et 
+» The Pablicen , that would not {o 


"much as lift up their Eyes to Heaven, but 


Jmote upon their Breaſt, did that which 
was ſuitable, to his Condition : But 
your Bekaviour at 'the Sacrament, is 
very different ; for rejeting the ſeve- 
ral Geſtures which are . expreſſive of 


'Reverehce, -you only 'admit of that 


which hath nothing in it of Reipett ; 
and: which you would not preſume to 
uſe before a Governowr, without his ex 
preſs Command, or Invitation, 


4 As "for the Goltzre- of Keeling, 


thiak it is very proper for this 
Ir is fit that we ſhould be then in a Po- 
ſture of Praying, when we joyn with 
the Miniſter in the Petition, That rhe 
Body and Blood of Chriſt, may preſerve 
our Bodies and Souls' unto Eternal Life. 
And fince Chriſt is to be Worſhipped, 


- ſurely it is very fit that we pay Him 


our Adoration, when He comes to con- 
ſign over to us, the Ineſtimable _ 
'F a $ 
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ftsof His Croſs and Paſſion. And now 
I leave you to judge, with which of us 
this Ordinance is celebrated with greg- 


ter Reverence, or ina Way more ſui- 


table to the Dignity of ſo Venerable 


a Myſtery ? Or which of us does moſt | 


appear to diſcern the Lords Body ? 


IT. It hath been ſaid, That che Way 


of #be Separation affords you Commanion 
with a — Peo go theſe which you 
have aeſerted. not to enquire how 
juſtly this Compariſon is made Partial, 
as it appears, but to make as ſhort 
Work as may be, I think we may agree 
in this ; That the Conforming Gburches 
conlilt of a Mixture of Good and Bad 
Men. And fincethe laſt are not exclu- 


ded, the Queſtion is, Whether this ju- 


Rikes your Separation ? For if That be 
Sinful, che Pretence of your joyniog 
with a better People, muſt fall to the 
Ground. And fo I might diſmiſs this 
Debate, having ſaid -enough for the 
Deciſion of it before. Yet to ſet the 
preſent Caſe in a clearer Light, I ſhall 
further ſhew, 

I. That for Private Perſons to with- 
draw themſelves from a Church,becauſe 
Ill Mea are toleratgd in it,and that they 

y torm a Purer Congregation, _ 

| ſiſting 
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A which indeed gives us an Account of 
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ſiting only of Yiſble Saints, as they 
eall-rhem, is not according to Scrip- 
tare, bur dire&ly againſt it. , 
\\'2, If it were admitred, it would be 
attended with great Evils. 


1..It is not according to Scripture, 


; the Corruptions, and want of Diſci- 

pline in many Churchbes, yet lays not , 

a'Word to juſtifice a Separation from 

' them, but muchfor the nation 

of it z whatſoever might be pleaded in 

' Its Defence. To give an Inftance out 

of many : In the Church at Corinrh, 

the Inceſt uous Man who had commartred 

aCrirhe that was not ſo mnch as Nam'd 

among the Gentiles, was tolerated ; and 

they monrned not that he might have 

been taken away from among them. Be- 1 Cor. 1,2- 

| ſideshim, there were many others that 

were guilty of great Immoralitics ; and 

the Apoſtle was afraid that he ſhould 

have cauſe to bewail them, as not ha- 

ving repented of the Uncleanneſs, Forni- 

cation ind Laſciviouſneſs which they had 

committed. He complains of rheir going 

to Law before the Unjuſt : Brother with 

Brother, before the Unbelievers, HE 1 Cor. 1.5. 

complains of their Irregularities in their 
Aſſemblies,and Diſorders in their _— 
| | | ju 


2 Cor. 12.2 bs 
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of Love. One, he ſays, was Hungry, and 
another was Drunken. And fuch were 
their Miſcarriages even at their Meet- 
ings for Religious Worſhip, that he de- 
clares, their coming together was not for 
the better, but for the worſe. Now here 
was a very fad Face of Afairs: And 
what Remedy doth the Apoſtle apply 
on this occaſivn ? Doth he ſay, Thar 
their Conſtitution was difſolv'd, and 
they were no longer a Church? Or 
doth he ſay, That the better part ſhould 
deſert the worſe, and make up a Church 
by themſelves, conſiſting only of Yi{ble 
Saints ? No ſuch matter : He conſiders 
them all together as a Society gather'd 
out of the World, and Conſecrated to 
God, and addreſſes his firſt Epiſtle to 
them 1n this Style ; 7o the Church of 
God which is at Corinth, to them that are 
S widtified in Chriſt Jeſus, called ro be 
Saints : And he direts the ſecond in 
like manner; ſuppoſing them to have a 
Federal Holineſs as a Church, when ot 
Inherent Piety there was fo great a de» 


. 


' tet among them, and when ſo many 


of them were guilty of great Enormi- 
ties. *He labours to inform them, and 
for that purpoſe he charges them to ex- 
pel the Inceſtaous Man from their 
Communion. He reproves the Yicjous, 
an 
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and threatens them with Eccleſiaſtical 
Cenfores. He admoniſhes the Litigi- 
ous to ſubmit their Differences about 
things pertaining to this Life, to the 
deciſion of ſome Arbitrator choſen a- 
mongſt themſelves. He commands 
them to do all things decently, and in or« 
dir; and warns them not to come irre- 
verently tothe Lord's Supper, but to ex- 


' amine, or approve themſchves, before 


they did partake of it. All this while, 
he ſays nora Word that might encou- 

e any of them to forſake the Publick 
Aflemblics on the Account of the Scan- 


| dalsthat were given. But on the con- 


rye he eqvues them all to be compa- 
Hed, of (4) knit together. He puts them 
in mind that they were Members of the 
ſame Community, and that there ought 
to be no Schiſm in the Body, And (ays 
he to them, with great Tenderneſs and 
AﬀeQion, [I beſeeth you, Brethren, by the 
Name of our Lord Feſns Chriſt, that ye all 
ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no 
Diviſions among you, but that ye be per- 
fettly joyned together in the [ame Mind, 


and in the ſame Judgment. 


2. The Pretence of Separating from 
the Church, becauſe Wicked Merf 
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(4) Kewpnleds, a Cor. 19. 12, | 
tolerated. 
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tolerated, being admitted, it would be 
attended —_—_— Evils, What they 
are, will better appear whea I come to 
treat of the Conſequences of Schiſm, 
but the Conſideration of ſome that re- 
late to our preſcat Caſe, may not here 
be omitted. | 


x. If this Pretence were. allow'd, it | 
would lay a Foundation for perpetual 
Drwifions. For then any Party profel- 
ſing greater Sanftity, how - unjuſtly 
ſoever, might withdraw themſelves 
from the-Church, and ſay, Stand from | * 
us, for we are more Holier than you. And | C 
then others might ſay the like to the | 
firſt Dividers, and a third ſort to the | 1 

\ 
( 
| 
| 


ſecond, . and ſo on, as long as it was 
2-500 to make any farther Subdivi 
10n. 


An Eminent Nonconformiſi(a)hasgiven 
us this Account of a lrg who would 
reform his Bible in ſuch'a manner, - that 
* he cut out the Contents, Titles, and 
* every thingelſe but the Text ir ſelf, be- 
* lieving them to be Humane Devices, 
* and conſequently Idolatrous. And 
agreeable to this Attion was the reſt of 
his Converſation. For © he would come 


— mm M— 


(4) Mr. Ball, See his Anlwer to Can. p. 137, 138. 
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no Man, nor ſuffer any Manto come 
at him.But having ſhut op himſelf and 
{his Children in his Houſe, Suſtenance 
was brought to them, and put inat 
(ome Hole, or Window ; bur he ff: 
fered no Man to come and Miniſter 
' unto ther ; no, not when he and they 
© lay Sick, and in great Miſery. And 
*when, by Order, his Houſe was bro- 
©ken open, two of his Children were 
found Dead; and one of them had 
"been ſo long unburied, that the Body 
, and'it did annoy the 
Foote This Marr lived up to his Prin. 
ciples, and purſued then as far _ 
would go. And his Example ma 

us, that if we think our felves 
when the Law permits us, 'to for Fi 
the Charch, becauſe it admits of a Mixt 
Communion, and that we may joyn with 
a better People, we ſhould ſoon "foo the 
like oocafion todeſert theſe alfo. And 
then wemuſt ſeek ont other Company, 
ahd{o go on rill we are pent up within 
ſo- nafrow = compaſs that we could 
movyeno farther. 

_ This Pretente A, goers 
el ing muc on, W 
they Lars of the to or Power 
of it, would be encouraged to raiſe and 
keep up ſuch Diſturbances as might 
ſerve 
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ſerve. the of theiy, 


other Worldly Ends. ' whilſt the 
Meck and Lowly woald} 10 be quiet, 
and. do their own B , the Aſſuming 


apd A1 would be New- 
the Churches. (a) Mr. Baxter,ia/Man 
of great Experience, ſays, That be-ne- 
ver ſaw one Schiſm made, in which Prige 
conjunct . with Ignorance, was net the 

: cauſe ;. and that, to his remembrance, he 
never knew one, Perſon forward, ini\a 
but Pride was diſcernably hi 
Diſeaſe. _ Pride is ſo.aQtive a Principle, 
Prov. 13. 16. oat emp by #7 ces Contention. And 
it meets With great Encouragement, 
as it does too often, there is no doubtto 
be made of its readineſs to furniſh the 
World with Reformers.in all Societies 
and Governments: Reformers, I mean, 
that would condemn Miſcarriages 4- 
broad, and beſtow bitter InveRives 6n 
them at a diſtance, but cheriſh.them at 
pod ſam, and many ochers; Who 
many ot 

29 make themſelves Heads of FaQion, 
einit, have not ſpar'd to 
ſpeck evil of Dignities, and to caſt Re- 


MM 
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(s) Baxter's Direct, P. 745. 
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A Diſcourſe of Schifin: 


—_ on the beſt of Men' that ſtood 
their way, whilſt in the mean time, 
"with yord Words, and fair Speeches, they 
theve dectiv'd the Hearts of the Sim- 


Nor long arebd the Death of St. Paul, 
there 'was amongſt the Corinthians a 
+ er Schiſm} a wicted'and improus 
as Clemens Reomanus (a) calls 
It * And this was kindled, as he informs 
bs, (5) by one or two mean Perſons, 
who wee Raſh and Confident, ſuch as 
hd a high Opinion of themſelves, and 
others. and the !neendiaries 
. that have come after them, have ſo con- 
been of thar Temper, thatroſay 
in their Vin dication, when 
e will wdmit of.no defence, is 
toput Fire incothe Hands of thoſe who 
would bur» #þ the Houſes of Ged in ihe 
ng 
This Brygyrce for Senaration be- 
dmirrett woulC pur Men upon a 
ork, for which they are no way fir, 
which 1 is the Fudg ing one another before 
the Tinje. Aidan this, the Uncharita- 
ble, and Cenſorious, the Envigus, and 


Clem. Roman. Epiſt. ad Corinth, c. 1. 


(©) "Br & No wogommn, &c 6 7 'Orize Twejowm nem £ 


a Ind/n, &c. Cr. 
M Mal:cious, 
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Malicious, would have ſo a ſtroke; 
uk it could- not be ed but that 

ey would be forwar barns cnn 


tap tar he cave 7 et 


5-4 Churches, who were "fit 
barn, rev app none... . To pretend in 


vain, ſa "S, "oy nk hy ac to the Dea 


that 
from the >a "whe, you _ are —_ 
_, whereas you your ſelves are 
theT ares : For if you were the Good Grain, 
you would bear with that Mixture, and not 
wk your ſebves from the oy of 


4+ Separation from a Church,-ug 


Pn gong wiche Ice 
a [4 
And tir be an Ofleas to trem a Pri 


vate Perſon cage, i mul be xe 
a grea- 


his juſt Reputation, it m 
be” when the ſame 1s 
nity. You have to. be 
very ſure that you were in po 

when you did forſake =, o..ch wy 


anos od proven yp the 


= ————_— 


(a) Fin itis yos atite ternpus meſſis Ita aig gh 
vos eftis ſola Zirania. Nam fi po mls Fg pemnins 2 


to a Commu- 


I7 Bo A 


Dif: 


toleraretis, & I ſegcte Chriſti non yos divideretis. Auguſt, Fpilt. 
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enting. Congregations. Ir will ac 
cient for you to ſay, That amongit 
he Confornnſts ' many were guilty of 
t Immoralicies ; ri it wo 
& for them to recriminate, 26d, ys 
rack is, there have been and 
both fides, great Numbers of 
beioully Vicious, but we muſt a. 
to bear their own bartbes. Offences 
wil come, and ſuch there were the 
Apoſtles "Days, in the Churches a $i 
rinth and Philippi, io the nes 
the Galatians, and 1n all 
Churokes of 4/72. Yet on that ea 
on, ro allowance was given to an 
to- withdraw themſely 

Publick Afemblics, It ; 
therefore to be-ſupposd that you can 
ve wborgs very hainous So A 

Seukir Perſons, who pro- 
panes TT but wa 


the Confirm 
great thing, io i oy our 0b 
ken, or you ar are very REO 


the Fait 
from t 


them in your deferrion of 0D \Fot 
this 4 o what in Jay ie tg dil- 
tliem; and to fhx'ap Diſ- 

or Jofam upon them, in the 


eof the World, PK 


Sod Ms ir 
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Tt is now your Buſineſs to exait the 


Societies which you are-at preſent 
10 Communion, as well as to' deprefs 
thoſewhich you haye deſerted; athi 
very. uſual io ſuch caſes, But that. y 
may ſtate the Account aright, when 


about 
wherg'you ,thoypht 
your ſelves, you are oh.anyr et 


ger Eo | 
; aveſcen ſome of the ſad effefs 
N- Fe uation, upon 's Pretence of 
| Jeyning tiah a better Peaple. Yerl have 
| to-belieye, that you Ox" 
" petted thuch good Fruit from 0 


© F 


— —  .. tw.a > .c o 0a a Ta GKCTCQcCuCctcma .. 


Ao ee cc Ac oo£©@ *Rwa«n fo £4 aMmw 


A Diſcorrſe of Schiſm. 


had you conſulted (a) Mrs Baxrer#be 
would have inſtruted you hetterj for 
ſays, That to Reform rhe Church by 
ding it, i nowiſer than to cut out the 


Liver, of Spleen, or Gall," ro cleanſe them 


from the Filth tWat doth obſEructirhem, 
and hinder thim in their Offict : Tow may 
indeed thus tleinſe them, but it"will be a 
Morral Care. As be thit ſhould'divide the 
Kingdom into two X ing doms, difjolveth 
the 'old Kingdom, or part of it af leafſty to 
erect two new ones: So be that word di- 
##de the Catholiek Church i#ro two 

muff thereby deſtroy it, if he could ſacceed, 
or deftvoy that fart which dividuth it ſelf 
from the” veſt. Exam a Member live that 
«cut off fr.m the Boay, or « Branch that 
"ſeparated from the Tree? And to 
theſe Qutſtions I ſhall leave you to 


IT.” tr hart been! ſaid, | That "the 
Way of the Sepat&'ifts conduces more” rf 
your Edifitation; and that if you would 


o e wg beſt ph he Fa 
ought © more ally to 'do\fo for 
Soars 'That por Antbo by the 


Diſſertirig Miniſters, #4» by the Coti- 
forming y, and thinkit requiſite to 
be Ffearers of thoſe by whom you profit 


(4) Chcil tian Dir. P. 739, 742» 
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mot. And this,. I confeſs; is Popular; 
and affords a yery ready A ſick» | 


as it. is, to. the ſtrongeſt NOI 


thatican be producedagai 
that you may not be too prequgc ag be gn 
% Aſſembly of Divines tell you, (#) that" 


bake 


ow of Churches oat of Chureber,' 
#o foot ſteps in Scripture, ws contrary” 
p F.) eg rattice, ts the ſcattering of 
Chu pate the Daughter of Schiſm, the 
Mother of Confuſion, but the $ tep-Mother 
ta Edifiation. 

Mr. Baxter alſo ſays, (6) That D#- 
viſions among Chyiſtians do greatly binder 
the Edification 'of the Members of the 
Church : While they are poſſe/s'd of Ex* 
*1ings and Diſtalt of one another, they of 
all tbe berefit each others Gifts, an 
that Holy Communion which they ſouls 
have with one another. And they ave poſs 

ſeſs'd with that Zeal and Wiſdom, which 
James calleth Carthly, Senſuxt, and De- 
wuiliſh; which corrupieth all their Aﬀecti* 
ons, and tarneth their Food to the Nou- 
riſhment of their Diſeaſe, and \mabeth their | 

orſbipping of Ged to become the in- | 
creaſt of. Sin. Where Divifns and 
Conteutions are, the Members that ſhould | 


DO — _ — —— 


-(s) See their Peace betethe P Reg. E. ' +.» 
|| RF (#) Chrii uan Dueh, p. 741. a Di C oy W111] 


grow 
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_ =e aro grow in Pride 
pe? ve? ' f, aſſionate 
mg, adetinWrangliner The 


Saree Gol dparret from them, and an 


know not what Spirit they are of. Where- 
a if they be of one Mindl, and live 'in 
Peace, #he God of Love and Peace will be 


To more diſtin&tly tothis Mar- 


ter,” I ſhall enquire, 


M. ro proteome it, and 
whether you rightly judge, how it is 
beſt promoted. 

IT: Whetber accordi to your ſenſe 
of it, it be o__ +/+ cn may, 
or ought to follow thoſe Teachers, by 
| whom you catt moſt be Edihed. 


IV. Whether this may juſgific your 


preſent Separation, 
TL. T am firſt to ire, What is the 
fication. And to 


True Notion of 
_ M 4 clear 


grow up in Humility, Meckneſs, Self-de- 


Malice and Vexation ti 
terh ; thangh in their Paſſion they * 


F. What is the True Notion of Edi- 
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clear this, it .is to be conſider d, ahat then: 
word which is Literally. render'd Badkdh1- 


ſons in ſome Spiritual Good : Ann 
Edife them, is to do that Work of 
rity woes y we __ yer rag rxend 
Kno 1 
he jy 9 butC Fame Blferk, x Corum 
tegetber, and/') 
E 5-11. Let ws: 
corrupt net a ced out of your-- 
A but that which is good to the ufe 
of Edifying, that it may mmifter Grace” 
ro the Hearets, Ephel. 4. 29. Let us fol- 
low after things which make for-Peace; 
a things wherewith one may Edifur anos / 
, Rom. 14. 19. Let every one pleaſe. 
bi Neighbour for b ood to Edification,” 
Rom, 5.2, In which plecm, «4s the 
{yang of our pom 45 re-': 
quired « of us ;.and that of our ſelves is 
never enjoyn'd under this Expreſſion, - 
nope myo ſoqgghs ba in acofut- 
&tion with the Publickgood, ..- | 
'Tis true St. Pas! tclls.us, That he 
that ſpeaketh in an unknown Tongue 
fieeb bi 
| n'd but as a mean 


gh 


; of bis Gifty'c 


A aconoyc»> TYSDPiESSSE 


OO 1 eee dt.otte oa os an 


Edie" | 
Cor. 14. 4; Bur-this is 
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20d one chat Prophefied and infructed 
others, was for this reafon d be- 
or Soup fays the Apoſtle, Grea- 
#bat Propheſſech, thaw be that © 
forory with Tonguss , except he Inter- 
one pyroemr mer receive Edifye | 
"yg, tae, I4: 5. 
were a chatthe Bo Buſineſs © of Ed- 
fication 2 princi 
regard to nos And by Ne 
mach/ more-any thing is wn w 
that; by ſo much pally ang | 
's the Apoſtle, 


elteem'd. (For 
NS ip Orr for "ek 


gan ap 
that ye may excel to the E of the * 
Chareh, x Cor” 14.12: IS 

-There is no doubt 'to be made, but 
the uſe\ of this Word Edification is ta- 
kea-fromanother Merophor, which fig- * 
nifies theChureh. For the Church 
inSeriprutecall'd a Hoaſe,and the Mem- i Tim. 4. :5. 
beryotir being faid to be Living Stones, * Pet. 2. 5 
the aiding toartfuch Materials, and the 
poliſhing and perieQting thoſe that are_ 
ig it, arethe Edification of it. 

"This £/on/e 38 already built and eſta. 
arent Prot, Tees rh hin, 
| r s, Jeſus Chri . 
| ing the chief Corner-ſftone. { Ep 

as yet ley nor Galle it wok 
pleat be lol the end IT 
n 
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And we ſhall be reckon'd amongft the" 
Builders, or Edifiers of: it, if we'repair 
= Breaches; if we unansAhri\r ir, —_ 


— dy rey 
os nar ale res dor : — ors. is, if we S_ 
into the Charch," 
ro Arn wr, eng yr if weare 
= mrs ledgeand. 
or in in Know 
Piety, in Faith. LndPratice. 2n 
ithaut PraQice there is no true Eds" 
fication, but all are duly exercis'd'" 
in, Holige(s, -are by it, and 0-V 
thers are invited and drawn into the 


Chureh by their The Chat 

<1 Jade, ad Gas _ 
A 

were Edified, and w, in the fear 


* the Lord, and the r of the 
Ghoſt, were multiplied, AQts 9. 31. 


The Church, in many reſpeQs, may 


be compar'd to a H but-more eſ- 


Pane for the Unity and Order of ' 


- But on/ both theſe I have 
we before; and what I ſhall add, 
will only/be farther to explain what is 
meant by Ed:fication, andto remoyethe 
Miſtakes abour it. we ne om 


1. Unity required in this ava 7 
Houſe, and all the parts of it Spiriul 


be 


| 
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bedompatted, like thoſe of an Artificial 
Building, - or a Natural Body. The 
marethey are fo, the better they are 
prepar*d for Edification and Improve- 
menc in things Divine. They are cad 
to Peace in One Body, and being knit t 


Wo, 
Prone. they increaſe with the Increaſe » 


God, 24 I9. 
'As Diviſions are the cauſe of Weak- 
nefs and Deformity in this Body ; ſoon 
the'contrary, V=on helpsto ſtrengthen 
arid adorn it. Thus the Schiſas, 
which F mention'd before, was broken 
out'a the Corinthians. © The 
* Vile, or Ignoble, on that occaſion, 
y roſe up againſt the Honourable ; Per- 
* foas,of no Reputation againſt thoſe 
* that were hghtyelice; the Fooliſh 
againſt the and Y ' Men a- 
epgenſt the- Aged. For which'cauſe 
* Juſtice and were far f from them. 
* Every onedid forſake the Fear of Goo, . 
© and 1n his Faith becatne blirnd, None, 
o them lived oor Wha m_—_ 
* his  Precepts, or walked worth 
. ' Chriſt. But they all followgd Fg 
depraved Luſts, having taken 
an Unjuſt and Impious Envy, by 
6 hich Death entred into the World. 
This is the-Account that Clamens Roma- 


ws 


—— — 


'$8 


———— 


A Diſcour+ of Schiftn, wy 


#us (a) gives of them: But'he' alſo ae. 
quaints us,that when they were Unired, 
; " Their urs was wondetful, their Hd- 
ificent, and their Know. 
cIedge be perſe tledt That they were all-of 
© an humble Mind, aries 0g of f nothin 
* more willing to be ſubj 
 o_ give, rather _ rao 
they were content with t ar- 
Fe nugrn God had allotted to theriy, 
Woes attending to his Way 
t..chey had Hearts colarged 
4 _ Mercy, and that before he 
es they had the of Chriſt: 
M 7 a profound and adv | 
* Peace being given. to them, they hid 
can lofuiable ire of doing good, and 
© that then there wes upon t them alta 


Oing Effuſion of the Holy Spirit : 
they os 76 wi Hp Papa 
. did nels, and a pi- 

Cuts ina ork fig 


BE irs wen 


to them, if | 

ſinned againſt Him : uni: | 

«hate Se res Day God Night for the 
' whole Brotherhood 3, that through the 


-_ 


De UT 
— — 
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!) Vid. Ep. read Corinth eap. 1 & x. 


(-) inngrenuires Irv ni anadyarors. Vid. Coteſer, Not, Col. 
83, 34. 


than to b 
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: * Mercy of God, and a Good Conſci- 
ence, .the'El:& might be ſaved : That 
NS were Sincere and Inoffenſive, and 
* forgetful of Injuries, and that all Se- 

f dition and all Schitm was then abomi- 
"Bale. to-them : Thar they 'lamented 
FO {Faults of their Neighbours, and 
'd the Wants of Ochers as their 

© Own,: That they were firm and ſtea- 
© dyx(a) induing good, and torward- to 
- \ Mery ood Work. : That they were 

with a Converſation alt 

: het Vertuous and Venerable, 'and did 
t all things in the fear of God, whoſe 


*Commandiments. were written upon 


tthe7, ables of theer Heart, 
"By his, and many other Examples, 
it appears, thas the Unity of the Chr 
a s highly beneficial ro them. And 
may add, That it alſo promotes the 
7 of the Church, by the ſtrong 
I ct it affords 10 thoſe that are 
t,, to-cmbrace the Chridian 
Fa, and . become er 7 34 -n 
ommuni ee, 19ys 
Mr.(6) Baxter, Is the Deſign and Do- 


Pi Aa 1s good aud excel- 


w_ Lad Fr 
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Mean,when they ſee it does produce yrs 9 

Effedts, -s 1 ear av L A 

cord of rp + i ar 
41-and power to the Comer 

oth World in this rtſpedl, becanſe it's 

0 conſpicuous 13 their fight; avs 


ry intelligible to them, and ſo 


by them. They are little wrought on by 
the Doctrine of alone, 'becauſt/it x 
viſible, or a but to few, and unders 


food by ; 6 and containeth many ohing 
which Nature doth diflaſte. But 
Concerd of Believers, '# a thing that 


whe. 


they are more able to diſcern and 
and do. more generally 
1-appl CONCORD of Chriſtians, 
haſt be the C NVERSION: 
the Unbelieving World, if.God beve 


great a Mercy for the W par "1 


Confilleration. that ſhould not wh deter ws 


from Diviſion; but make us zealouſfly bis 


dy and labour with all our Intereſt. and 
Might, for the healing of the Lamentablk 
Diviſions —_ ride, oh if wt have 


BOLAS > 77. - ({tians, and'aty ſenſe 
atere ri 

* The Chuck reentits aHouſe i 
Wer: And Order is to. beobfery'd in 
all our Endeavours for the Bdification 


of it, This Livin NG 
upon Chriſt, and hem, fit 


oy 
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to'irs Power, in 
ton to the other parts, r" i» 
eeaſerh, to the Edifying of it ſelf in 


wait ;wour Militery Unity aud Or der. 
this paſture every Man is + Bleſſing and 
aunt bis | Neighbour.” Ay every 


whale be keeperh in bu plate ;" ſo every 


al the Learning, theW:ſdom aud GYfti of 
the Church. The Hand, the Eye, the Ear, 
the. Foor, and every Member of the Body, 
Sar wrath fo belp, or ferve rhe whole, 
end every other partitular Membey as its 
ſelf. + Bat if it be tut of, it # #tht 


belpful, nor belpe4! 0 what a # it 
ſr evey Oil, hrs vet, he 
binclf to beve vht help of al the Chur 
foGrel? Their 'Directiont, their Exhore | 


—_— 
0)"GPifide Vizeas p.738. 
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I ſhall exarhine —_ er ther 


- afe! Advantages in 
Propecide —_ es 


Preferefice which you have 
x IJ 's: 0! v3! 
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do not impute to Natural Cauſes, 
as a livele Phil would teach them, 
but to Inſpiration, or the Ef-&ual 
ar. ' SanSifying Grace : Ando 
= aethc. up into a ſtrong Opinion, 
y arethe Favourites of Heaven, 
"ho they allow themſelves in the pra- 
"Rice of Injuſtice, of oo. and Op- 
andother ns. 
"'Tdeny not, thac ſome Perſons, a i 
Bibs Gift of Fog rad 
expreſs the Matter© 
10 is fl ertns: Not do T't 
"but tobear them, when ein may 
be of benefit ro others. | Yer if they pur 
"gs che value upon this, and-it it 
ee of them into a x of all Li- 
'whiat they rookto 
, becomes a 
to them ; ' and inſtead of promoting, 
{ cannot but hinder their Edification, 
For my own part, I think a well 
mpoled Licurgy, has much the Ad- 


of your way of Pray 
fitter, nic ele 
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however he be a Perſon of mean Abili- 
ties; nor have we cauſe to condetrm 
thoſe that before camefrom him, orany 
need to revolve them jnour-Minds, as 
being uncertain whether we may fay 
.4men to them. Having approv'd of alf 
before, we have nothing to do 'bur'to 
keep our Minds intent on the Matrer, 
a$ 1t comes before us, and to exerciſe 
our Devotion as it directs vs, and then 
we may have a comfortable affurance, 
that we perform a Scrvice that is accep- 
=_ to..God, and agrerable to his 
ill, | | 
- As for 6nr own Liturgy, the Learn- 
ed Dr. Beveridge hath very well fhew?d 
the Excellency of it, and its Uſefulneſs 
for Egification. And could L. prevail 
with"you to peruſe the Sermon (a) at- 
rentively, wherein” he treats of this 
Subje, I ſhould hope it would 'give 
you much SarisfaQion. 
What I ſhall ſay more of eur: 
is taken. from. a great Authority, al 
expreſs4 in. thefe Words: ? The Book 
* of Commun Prayer, was compil'd inthe 
* Times of the Reformation, by the moſt 
* Pious and Learned Men of that'Age, 
© and defended and confirm'd by the 
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(«) Sermon on 1 Cer. 14. 26. 
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* Martyrdom - of many ; and was firſt 
* Eſtabliſhed by Aft of Parliament inthe 
* Time of King Edward VI, and never 
* repeal'd, or laid afide, fave only in the 
*ſhort _ of Queen Mary's Reign, 
\ the return of Popery and Super- 
- ſicon : ag - 


And in the rſt Year, 
. Elizabeth it was again. reviv' 
- bliſhed by A of Parliai 


*and the Repeal of ir chen declar?d b 
i the whole Frame, 0 layhl < 
C to | gr eat ecay | -4 u -_ 
* of God, and Diſcamforr 
* Profei[ors of the Truth of 
- Jigion : And ever fince it hath been 
©usd and obſcry'd in the beſt Times of 
© Peace and Plenty that ever thus King- 
©domenjoy'd, and contains in4r an £x- 
* celleat Form of Worſhip-and Service 
* of God, grounded upoa, the _ Holy 
* Sexiptures, and is a ſingular, Mcans 
* and Helpto Devotion. TI, 
- & ,It-hath been ſaid, That the Way 
of Preachiag in your Mecrtings, ismore 
Edifying than that which you heard in 
the Contorming Churches, Andlicon- 
feſs,. there would be no deaying of chis, 
if we, may believe ſome of your Teach 
ets, . Who have pretended, that till they 
had their Liberty to Preach, the Go- 
ſpel was impriſon'd, or the Nation de- 
N 3 priv'd 
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priv'd of it. But ſew of you, I 


are thus d. Andyet XL 
not w you u have an better Rea- 
ſon for the Preference 


you 
your Paſtors, and for _g __ 
ſons ſb much in admirarion. 11 
I OE not oo there are 


Ld gr bee? Srv rms ec 
kr, tn had the i tie Rep p 
who 


SED or 


by 
Words, when underſtood nothing 
ey Woy redeem re» 
ceiv'8'under it ſome falſe Dodtrioe, 


Such a Dodrine is that of the 
mians, which being wrapt in Eagr 
ons of Srgrrs, | hath paſs'd 

= 
wy miſſon amen 


with 


There is no queſtion but the Anth 
nomian Dofrine being «< herpes 11a 
pathetick manger, 


Geſtures, may heat the I Hans. 
and work powerfully upon the the eat 
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ons of thoſe NEED \ bow con- 
tdpever it 15 to Scriprure,, 
may:give you ſome-intumati- 
on; 'thar you are not to judgeof the ex- 
eztience of Sermons, by ſuch Effeits as 
proceed frofr as'well as 
Truth, or may be owing to the Pro- 


Bar thar which is fitteſt to convinceche 


or AQjon- ot.the- Speaker: - 
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require |; 
Noigh- 
the, Cherch 


\ Hankwery (T 
x 


" 


mores Ageord- 
j the '' . 
rey ery ope grey SIE mg wo 


Ed: fication, 
'# cvery one 'Waplett to fs pho 
| {clf, 


: 
'#$; 
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ins the moſt | 
of none but the; 
their T | 


. . One thiths that this is 

Beſt and another that the other 

xreerapbet Stage; oe 
#f out , uſuallye 

Pare tl, boldethitits: owe? ayd hardly 

yielderhr 10 anothers Reaſons. +1 

At. Corinth ſome ſaid they«»were- of 

/ 8s. well as others did-rhatthey 1 Cor. 3. 3- 

find boch rheſovBnths changht they 

_ find theſes thoughe-t 

didthe Beſt, LT equal 

Zeal + Which yct-mighr ſeem yery 


—_—_— dot uſual-with:Men. in 
ſuch take ones ary 
I i the very chiefeſt Apo- 2 Co. 12.11, 


 ftles add in his Labours ph, ona. 


he exceeded the reſt. Paul, was cavg 


0) Cate of Church-Divifions, P. 359. | 


tha Lo ama; 
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if 
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fr TOI their 
{yr Partics, nad 
mde: ome ig Meſs aackers : 


n ere, arc at E 
an x break 


Means Witch _ +; are 

| $4 OY which they 

= —_ 

| and br upou 

45 ey Hd be gathgr'd 

wear. before ; Lid theferwo 
1 ſhall add for Wo 


hat'l 
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Ve Blelin either by Paul, 
lor Inſtruments 
ns pee, Mel 726d Order : But in 
geo their Teach- 
T were Car- 
d milked = They hin- : Car-3-4- 
= bref, NE di- 
rd Cc urches 


Cee es — cw > O— 


(4) Azam oops 5X Law, Gee. Ep. ad Corinth, was. 
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Fdification of it ; and con | 
the parts whereofit conſiſts. harreich yu 
qproees the Stones of WP 5 
rom one another, hinders r 
ance of that Vital Spirit, which 1 Fac 
animate them all. That which divides FOLr 
this Body, weakens it,, and' puts it -into | 
6 Sy Conte, ba, Don DOING 
m z# it, throw 1 at: 
= Sn frm, gin And +: Nc 
rout Wau om it, give. it a _ 


her. grow up Jn it, . gg 0) 
RS. thatmake Dividoah i 


could with es, 
we CHE: avoid them. —___ is me 
we might arriveat . 
by their Inſtrution, we pa wil 
v notwithſtanding; Such Ks | 
lege would be apt to py us. | 
Charity that Edi th, and ty, ſays 
Clemens Romanus, (a) Admits:,of no 
Schiſm. Charity is not Seditions, but 
40 al ohio s Concord. All. the Eleft 
re perfetted by it, and nithout 5t ne- 
thin 2 is acceptable unto God. 


wy 
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2. What is againſt Order, is alſo a- 
in the Edjficarion of the Church,and 
palequently, of the particular Mcm- 
s.08 it. That which juſtles the Stones 
this Spirieza! Building out of their 
oes, hinders it as as poſſible, 
wm growing «nts « Holy Te in the 
. / That which diverts the parts of 
Body, from their proper Offices, or 
wes: them out of Joynt, hinders the 


Wouriſhment, abates the Strength, and 
eſtroys the Comelinek and Beawy o 
&. That which brings fon into 


ay Society Eccleſiaſtical,or. Civil,tends 
the Ruine of it, and fails norvf doing 
| T 10 1t. 

To prevent this, even they that 
re.infpir'd from Heaven, and had 
Palms and Doftrines, Tongues, and Re- 
&, wer and Jnterpretetions by Mira- 


o 
. 
, 


were yet limited in the Exe! eq 
; and to reſtrain oy 0 

tw pts were given by t 

tle: t all things par Fdification. i Cor. 14. 26 
Let all things be done decently and in or- 40. ; 
&r. Decency and Order have ſuch a 
connexion with Edifcation, that what 

promotes Them, advances 7his : What 


. Coney to Them, is contrary to This 
| 8 


OOEIOBHOOEI ITY Too ECOREERNOEE R064 Con. 


It 


7.6. og breathe Re 
and 1 Thefl. 


£, 14 


exceld, who going beyond their | 
ntrenching oa the Rights of, othiets, |; 
" 
iy 


- 
the i»d.: 
1” 4 


” 4 
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F IND 
pf not to "them; and os 


Pact 


Fi) 


$1 tor the Na 
r hurafelf. ' Bur having 
rrp it, it 4f pr tara motto 
i, in Confidence of their 


ma bhi, they Aur peat 
all their Followers, to juſt Can 


; JV... The fourth Enquiry is, Whether 
n xe of of being better Eaifed, may 
Separation. | bat 1 4 | 
bated the Matter rightly, 
Your falſe H popes, may Sali atia- 
this, I thipk, may 
be reſly'd. It appearsfrom wha 
aid before, that your PraQtice is a- 
as # a Pip and a Re- 
againſt the UV. 


| 4 5, it_is agai s j-L EPRces which 
Seri Ne requires ; ulling a 


Houſe in Liſtes is contrary t yo the Build- 
| Il ng itup, and throwing it in Hesps, 
k CON- 
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— tothe adorningand reparation 
it, 

"Tis true, the Gates of Hell-thall not 
prevail againſt the "Church'; nor ſhall 
the Fury of Marr be able"to deſtroy it 
But to bring Diviſions aad a, Lam in- 


to any part of it ; to Separate from any 
ſound Members of it, and to form So- 
cieties," or be of that are oppoſite 


to it, is to ſtrike at the Whole, and to 
attempt the Ruine of it : As it is alſoto 
at. againſt. Chriſt bimſelf, who" 
mk eres. MAI <>= 
0: ( $1 3.6 L691, 20 

a Sar | QUE A 
40510575 
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SECT. V. 


"Fig mi the Arguments 
- have been offer” your 
part, to excuſe you from the guilt of 
Schiſm ; I am now to treat of. the Con- 
ces of it. And theſe are fo de- 
plorable, and of ſuch a Nature, chat 
they induced many Antient and Mo- 
dern Writers, who had them jn view, 
to reckon This amongſt che worſt of 
Crimes. 


Mark thoſe, fays the Apoſtle, which gon. 16. 17. 
cauſe Divifions and Offences : And he 
had reaſon to put theſe things together, 
For Diviſions having their uſual 
become Offences, and may well be 
onus amongſt the greateſt Seaw- 
& 
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I pretend not te compleat 
Hiſtory of the AL $y Church-Di- 


on bi. OTE. Ye.1 tall, 


T. That they have hardned the tak 
at in er Uabl, and hindred 
their Converſion. 


IL. That they have brought a PE 
Gh coach on the Reformation of ' the 


a al 


III. That they have given occaſion 
tothe ſpreading of many deteſtable Er- 
rors in Matters of Religion, 


NT. That they have enconra- 
bed ls bn.” grey 


I. The) __ ned Inf4els in their 
Unbelief, red their Converli- 
on- This fo ba Clemens Alexandrinis, 
(5 is the Thing which they firſt Produce 

arhft ws ; We ought ' pot, ſay they, to 

lieve, berauſe of the Difference Set; 


amongſt you. 


L —— 


— . -_ —_— ot ca — 
&- 
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(s) Strom. Lib"7. p- 753- 
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To e Corintbians, on the occaſion 
of 6.196 Diviſions, Clemens Romanns 


(4) does thus addreſs himſelf ; our 


Schiſm, faith he, bath perverted many, 
hath diſcouraged many : It hath raiſed 
Dowbts ,iv many, and Sorrow in us all. 
25.4 ietle after, (4) It # ſhameful, 

3. ea, very ſhameful, aud an- 
worthy. of a Chriſtian Converſation, to 


bean, that the mat Firm and Autient © 


Charch of the Corinthians, ſbould by one 
or two Perſons, be led into Sedition ag ainſt 
their Paſtors. And thu Report i5 At On 
ly come to us, but to thoſe alſo who are 
_— ard eftranged from us : Inſo- 
that by your Folly, the Name of tie 
Lord is bloſphemed, and danger accrues 
to your ſelves, 
It hath been found by experience, 
that when there was the greateſt Union 
amongſt the Faithful, ir rais'd in thoſe 


" that were without a very high eſteem 


of Chriſtianity, and ſtrongly invited 
them to embrace it. But when Schy/av 
prevaild, it furniſhed the Adyerſaries 
of the Truth, with Exceptions againſt 
it, - and .oiade them obſtinate in their 
Errors. This EffeQ, as I ſhall ſhew, it 
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"(s) Ep. ad Corinth. c, 46. 
(5) C. 47. 
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(65) See Drs Pagock, on Micah 4. 3. 


A Diſcourſe of 'Schiſm. 
hath | had /\upon - Jews, | Heathens, and: 


Mahometans. 

t. CODES with the Jew: 5 Theyas- 
gue from” the Diviſions a 
Chrift;ans, that the- Meſſiah is not-yet' 
(a) come. For, lay they, 4 Was iv not. 
Deje, a0] ama be Felleweny 
C: $, his | 
. - ſhould be Unity and Concord ; 
© but how is this accompliſh*d amongſt 
©thoſe that believe in Jelus ? Where is 
© their Unanimity and Harmony of Af: 
©ſetions ? Where is their Mutual 
f Love, and the promiſed Peace? Are 
* they not broken into many Sets? 
t Arethey not ready to devour one a- 
©nother? To this indeed we may re: 
ply, That eſs Chriſt did break down 
the Wall of Partition that was between 
the Few: and Gentiles, and gathering 
a People out of both, he hath recon 
aPd them in Oze Body : © That when 

t Multitudes were converted" ro 

im, (6) whatever they might be be- 
fore, They were of One Heart, 4xd One 
Soul: That when the Number of- © bri- 


n 


ſ[tiens was mightily increas'd over the 


CY —  —— OOO ——— 


World, 


* a 24S uu [6 .@ ama ea = =  t©x- 
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World, 'the Heathens faid of them with 
Admiration, See how they mutaally-Love; 
one another : That the Dottrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt, diſpoſes all thar ceccive it Hear- 
ttly; tobe of this Temper, and: to /o/- 
low after the Things which make for Peat; 
end-that all his tous Diſciples do ), 
of whom the Prediftions are tobe: un 
And this I take to be a very 


Noſe Hy be hoped, that any. great 
will be paid 10. it, when.the 
/2 ain ch« Profeſſors of-Chrr- 
Pianity ſo;powerfully Rtrik: upon. the 
Sedſes of the Adverſaries, and turn thgr 
Eyesanother way. - | 
; © 8. The Diw;fons amongſt Chriſtians, 
have made the Heathens more ob(!inate 
; Intheir Errors, 40d beea a great, Scan- 
dal to them. From heace 1t is, - that 
hey who moſt violently 6 rt the 
Goſpel have been-encouraged and-ani- 
mated in their Enmity againſt it: And. 
others that had ſomething of Inclinatt- 
on to it, have been madeaverſe from ar, 
| The Unbelieving Greet, ſays $t. Chry- 
foftow, (a\ come oO us, and -thus he 
pleads,” I would be 4 Chriſtian, bat 1 
Know not to which Party uld joyn my 


it Anſwer to the Objection ; yer 
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AG elf . For there is wuch Contention ade 
dition, and many Sperry tvs 

Which Opinion then » fbail TJ. "Tpke? ? 
Which Gil I chiife ? When" every 
faith, Ly Truth 13.0% m x ng] "There is 
no great ſtrength in 

yer they are obvious and popular, - b 
with manythey have been of greater | 
force than the the cleareſt Demonſirati 1 
ons.” 


- As for the Mahometans, ' we arg 
\&'by 2 Perſon of great Worth, 
z) who liyed among t © That to 
Givide che Chriſftieas, hath always been 
F + the Maſter-piece of the T#rk:ſbPolicy, 
© and this Difunion amongſt hath 
+ zvail'd the Orttmas Intereſt more than 
*their Swords, andcopfirm'd their'Ob- 
« ſtinacy in;Religion with a Miracle, as 
Gif te Diviſion of Chriſtian Princes 
had Heen an effet of their Pra 
*and aconceffion of Divine Provid 

*rorheif daily Fericions, 
"Mr. Bexter alfo _ kT (6) Tha 

-  Goubtleſs the Divuiſio 

ep bwve TH mare T hnds theo 
m_y F and e en, 
Mals Firm 'W orld is theis dampable 


——_—— 


) Aycanr's Hiſtory of th- 7k abake. $0. 
© CH oenech: p« 74% o 


Jgno- 


| 


-> been an the loſing 


bd 


an og 


the Church of 
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Ignorance and s, than afl our 
is able to wndo ; and heve produced 
of the Church of Chriſt, 
4 Harveſt and Kijng- 
il, as every tender Chri- 
jo he is bownd to lament with Tears 
EE if it maſt be,” continues 


he, that ſuch Offences ſhall come, yet woe 
1 28 thoſe by whom they come. of 


IT, Diviſions amongſt.the Reformed, 
-! have broughta Reproach upon the Re- 
formation, and hindredthe Progreſs of 
it, "Camden informs us, (a) thar whex 
' the Seflaries in the Reign of Queen £7- 
mahech, made an open Separation, The 
therexpon clapped their ' F{ands, 
ſting that there was no Unity in 
they draw many 
y this means we have 
Hand, andthis way 
they have gain'd more Proſelytes, than 
by all their Socks of Controverfie. You 
have been often rold, how their Agents 


80 therr Party. 


. have been employ'd to refine the Prote« 
ftants, to teach them a more Spiritual 


Pray than that of a Liturg » 
Ms A bat A from all Smacks of © 


renanies : Ir deing frets meritorious by | 
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the of this Aﬀais,; if undey”. 
7th ISE could fortn a Party. _ 
ro rvine, our Cooftit 
Norm are Times, the Men of- 
uk had the Confidence. to lny- 
aſide their oabeey ik and th 
tid heir Work openly und in th 
a 
of the Sun : ripe pf 
Wor, them in it, was viſible to all rho 
This 1 write, not to infult 
z but _in great Pity, to raiſe 
your ignation againſt Scbiſm, which 
- pd wrom _ 
twas: ou, other 
Diſſenters: before you, t mag Inſtruments 
of. the. open mp of ou Refortnati- 
on: And Schiſm, if it init; 
willdetain you in thel$: ice.” Whe-' 
they -you intend it or not, 6 will be 
g in their Mines, or up 
i= ſhattered Walls : Firs 
Hands they will 
_ with hopes of Succels, patrary 
ſpair of accompliſhing by their dre 
IL. Church-Diviſions have if 
occaſion to the ſpreading of man 
+, iNable Errors in Matters of Re 
pl "Frey are apt to unſettle the M of 


E fre ans By - pare them for Cs 


4s wo ww ea ws ys © .X 
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rp gather from the- —_—_— of 
£42, t3,14. thatthey® 
Soar put which, Chriſt. 


pn wy or Jon 

together” of 9-1 

inhis My Nie ns 

of rromiit, are 4s Children rofſc erl 

| toand fih, by the Slei rye pred 
=, un lion where they lie im wiit 


'+Such Deceivers are then moſt buſis 
to'exerciſe their Arts, when —_ 
removn,” -whoſe watehjul Eye | 
diſcover their Impoſtures, and who are 
appointed for that parpoſe.- And thus 
-when"rhe Biſhops and the Clergy- that 
adher'd to them were laid aſide in'this 
| Nation, Falſe Teachers did bolaly Thew 
" their/Heads, yy made ra Pratf of very 
many. Selmaſi1s himfelt (a) complains, 
That {nnier «ble Selbs which before were 
condemn'd to Hell, and larked in Dark. 
poo then break oat ll on « ſudden, 
ard in'an open Day. And this 


&. Pa 


the cavſe that he aler'd his Judg- 

mers abour Epiſcopal Government, 'a- 

grinſt whicli he with-great 
(a)! pea are , EEO & 
phrrugtatio) Orco dam- 


undequa- 


ls 
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and was become in many 
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who mere wont. te lic in the Woods, _—_ 
pokes ro the Sheepfold, and did 
is tbe Holy Congregation. An ye 


ther. (5) pes os That the 
Pline of the Chuzch was laid in her Grave, 
and that the Putredinou; Vermine To 
ne {oy 4 3p and Frantick Seftaries 


Mr Elead dec c) That this 


# Babel, avorher Amſterdam; 
.. And he. 


Blaſpbemic 


in Fourſcore Tek 


He alſo fays 
mons | Gn _ ay 


_— 
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DR of Schifm. 
bes : 


Chyrel e caft out Ceremonies, 
SO Ob Bark hold a: 
Py yay * and we that 
(ot out Sacraments, Baptiſm, and 
Lords Supper. Tow bave of down the 
65 Dev to we have manythat ; wake 


Lort*s Day,” * 
Mr” dwerds (ain the compaſs of a 
"Pages, up 2 vaſt Nurhber 
[ Feretical and” gr" Toms, 


lived withiw oy 
cars: Day worſe ohe 
i porfe; 8 


Fg ty hard pet them to Wakid 


mane Fdwards is one that" was not 
likely to be partial on the fide of Preta- 


cy: For he tells the Lords and Com- 


X Dots Afembled in Parliament,(4)Thar 


| 77% that he 


With) Choice and Fudgment he had ke 


, with Wife, Children, Eftate, 

i that was dear to him, to fink, or 

6, of evi Fu afe to Land with them : 
ad done this in the moſt 


doubt ful and difficult Times, and in a ma- 
lignant place amongſt Courtiers. 


RE 
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(a) See G engr. Part Is P. is, Kc. ”—_ 
(b) Ep. Ded. | 


IV. Charch- 
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{IV-Chir:$-Diviſfurs whey 


_—_ wrap 4 yoo the 
= m 
Times of the great Cfueng, The' 


of Manners, over Meny" bf" Di. 
which Occaſion the Aﬀembly” of 

vines faid, (a) The Lord bath ftr foe; 
made way-fer Union, 'by the bitter, o- 
| fall; wil ninutterable Fruits of our Divi. 


flows, which have almoſt tow 

90% Miniſtry, but rg the eart 

and Life of” Religion and Godlineſs. © 
Orhers alfo of the Presbyterizns, 

ing out againſt the horrible Wic 


which did therr abound, - afſcrib'd 
Growth of it to the Increaſe of. 


aries, as They calld-rhem. 


Se- 
© But we 
may juſtly reckon the Accufers in that 
Number, and leave a great ſhare of the 
Matter ic charge with them, -who by 
revolting from their peſos, and de- 
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(s) HOU (0 the Reader before Fus Divin. Minift. Ev alt 
ſerting 
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ſertingtheir Lawful Paſtors, did break 


that it is become tao 
4g Laws. + Itis not doubt- 
New Law is to 
da ny rp onfneters > a 
may be. ſcar'd, that the Succeſs would 
not an(wer our Deſires, as long as the 
Schiſm rernains, which isat the Root of 
this Evil ;' and is the great cauſe, why 
Immorality hath fo much ſpread it ſelf, 


and boldly ſhew'd its Head in defiznce 
or a 


Re der i is there between 
Schift woo Immorality, or how is the 


laſt of theſe a Conſequence of the jor- 
mer ?- To which I anſwer. 


I. "That Schiſm is a Means of depra- 
ving the 


Conſcience. 
2, It inclines Men to Infidelity. 


3+ It briogs Religioa into Cor- 
tempt. 


4- It is deſtruſtive of Charity. 


6. It 


$4 
{ 
h 
| 
| h 
=. 
8 
=. 
h 
1 
| f 
| £ 


- Ti 
Bratt 
Hardineſs mas accounted Ti 
Courage : Provident Deliberation, C i 


cent Fearfulneſs : wa 
C her Lua off nai 


gar Pndny 2g 1 ft was 
not ſo near 4s to be of a Sexjety; on 
which account they were ready to nuder- 
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"0 De Bello | Pelopon, Lid: p. 195. Edit. Oxon. 
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ithout making any Di- 
7 And thus, when the. 


their Elftiony "and <1 
cat Orin, have condemn'd as a 
they conſecrate into a 
oo of Worſhip, when it 
by themſelves, and for the In- 


Schiſs ; inelines Men to Infidelity 

by 0 kads them to it. Dr. yak 
ontefſes ; That it conftantly grows 

te farther obs ome to Apoſt aey it 

FE: "Ja ſome ir hat this effe&t, Thit 

Fg embrace one Errour, or Evil Pra- 

kk polar and being unſtable 


for allChan they uſially 

and worſe Thus fome from 

mg gant the Common-prayer 

cecim as an came to call the Holy 
Scripture a Golden of alf. And many who 
have hcen” acc to ſhift their 


Principles upon any, New Occaſion, 
have NT es Septicks, or Atheiſts, at 
' laft; and renouncing the fear of Dei- 
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4- Schiſm is deftruſtive of Cl |barity 
And from hence wi, thr = 
ebreyghon another fo id t; good 
Hor nin, Beleg ended 
Communion, - 


tells us, That he 6 
in his T ime, to ſee: 
ftery of Iniqui | 
and to ſee Fl i at GA 

and Kingdom is Edified by Dir 
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Mean on to the greateſt Enormities 
Atts of Grueky, * " This effc@/.ic ha 
often had amongſt Chriſtians ; and in, 
the Days of the Emperour. Fuliar, 
hen they. were much divided, it tran-: 
Hored maay of them. into ſuch Rage, 
her,.(a).that the Ape» 
was : abag the Church would pe= 
ay by their Marual Animoſities, and 
tentions, 
+ Schiſm weakens the Eccleſiaſtical 
Diſcipline, which was. deſign'd for the 
Puniſhment of Offeaces 3 and which 
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arediverted it - 


35S when they ative their owh Coh- 


In this Defence they muſt expett to 
_Luffer many Reproaches from the Sedi- 
tious, who, when they have leaſt to ſay 
for their cauſe, are uſually moſt for- 
BF pang which they have defies, 

which t ave deſer 
"That it may not be thought, ir'was for 
nothing that they p43 a ——_— 
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Prime now. gone over the: Thi 
& which L 'd to treat of : if 
CEE _— — 
perhaps you may ſee ca 

to fay to one another, in the Words of 
Mr. Baxter;(a) Alas, dear Brother, that 
we ſhould not yet know that our own Unc 
charitable Drvifions, Alienations, and Se- 
parations, are -a Crying Sin! Tea, the 
Crying Sin, as well as the Uncharitable- 
weſt aud Hurtfulneſs of others. Alas, will 
God leave, we alſo, even to the Obdurate- 
meſs of Pharaoh ? 7s there not Crying Siu 
with w ? What have we done to Chriffs 
Kingdom, to: thu Kingdom, to our own 
Friends, Dead and Alive, to our ſelves, 
and alas; to our Enemies, by our Divif- 
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Would you br 
Che Y we 


rift r0-Deſolation 


y 
of Chriſt in a flouriſhing Condition, and 
rhe Houſe increaſe Strength and Splen- | 
dour, which be kath built wahrſomuch 
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cite and coſt ? Would you be inſtru- 
nienral ro nb rg erty ret 
vers, or would you have brought 
Darkneſs to Light, -and'from the 
er of Satan unto God? Would 
| - oh defeat the Deſigns of the Fators 
the Church _ who have been 
fo bufic in inflaming our Differences, 
and fo ready to make their Advantage 
of ethem ? Would you hinder the pro- 
Error, or do what is to 
IL 
ou help to ſtem the Torrent 
Profutieneſs and drive it backwards? 
And would you ſee the open Enenniesof 
| oo forced into their lurking holes, 
into their Retreats of Dark- 
| wn ones phe y be- 
ek to as well as Glorious 
and Happy for your ſelves? Your way 
is to rerurn to the Vzity of the Church, 


which you have forſaken : And if thac | 


be fo, as T really think it is, ny En- 
deavoursto bring you into it, 


no Apology. 
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ERRAT A. 


PAge 10. in the Margent, for 1 Cor. 16, 1. read 1. 1. for 
Galat., 5.3. f. 5. 13. and for Revel. 12. 17. r. 2.19. P. 
13. Marg. 1. 6. r. O#avio, P. 19. 1.9. for2.r.3. and 
I. 22. r. their fall. P. 20.1. 16. r. had been. P. 21. Marg. 
L 1. r. Coreler, P. 31. Marg, 1. 1. r. Revel. 21. 1, 10. F 
32.1. $. dele and. P. 48. Marg. 1. 4. r. Reincs. P, 52. 
m_ L 4. r. AR. 10. Y. 53. Marg. r. A#.21. P. 65.15. 
T. by bim that does ſo. P. 69.1. 25. r. know. P. 72. Marg. 
T. Tir. 3.11. P. $3.1 13. for Ark r. Alrar. P. 89. 1. 28.r. 
« third. P.100.1. 13. Can you — This and the following 
Lines, to the end of the page, ſhould have been prinred in a- 
nother Character, P. 103. 1. 26. r, 1 Tim. 1.18. P. 111.L 
9. I. you have. P. 117.1 10. r. Ananias. P. 125.L 25. r. 
ro 3t, P. 131.1. 25. r. of che. P. 134.1. ult. r. Malals, P. 
155. 1. penulr. r. enjoy in ir. P. 158. L 5.r. Litany. P. 169. 
L 9, 10. for their their r. his.P. 194. 1. 14. dele more. Partial, 
put the Comma before Partial. P. 199. L 18. dele the, P. 
191. L 3.7. compaRted. P.201. Marg, L. 1. r.1 Cor. 3. 4. 
P. 202. 1. 4. r. i Cor. P. 203.1. 4. r. FaRtious. P. 210 
L 15. for 11, r. TV. P. 213.1. 13. r. Schiſms. P. 217.1 
13. 7. removed. P. 230, L. penult. r. increaſe in 
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